
  

 

Dear Member/Supporter,    

Welcome to the February 2023 issue of Flow, the newsletter for FoMW members and supporters of the 

waterways project, and to our first edition of the New Year. 

Waterway Recovery Group in Bray Cut - We were 

delighted to host another weekend long work party by the 

IWA’s Waterway Recovery Group on 20th-22nd January. 

Drawn from all over the South East and working in sub-zero 

temperatures, 14 skilled volunteers used chain saws and 

winches in the 

lower Bray Cut 

channel, to continue 

clearing the many 

fallen trees that block passage there and add to flood risk. We 

are grateful to Clewer Scout Group for allowing the team to use 

their hut for the weekend and to RBWM for supporting the out 

of pocket costs of the event. Another session is planned for the 

autumn, once the nesting season is over.   

Channel Clearance - Feeder channels - We have resumed FoMW’s fortnightly clearance sessions 

in the feeder channels after Christmas, to keep them clear and support the water supply to the town centre. 

To avoid disturbing wildlife, routine maintenance is carried out only outside the nesting season in 

accordance with Environment Agency advised best practice. Working in all weathers, from the banks or in 

chest waders, it is mucky and hard work but very satisfying when you see the water surge past after 

removal of obstructions. If you can join an occasional outing please Email us at 

contact@maidenheadwaterways.org and we will add you to the volunteer list for notifications.  

RBWM Liaison - Following the retirement of our long standing liaison David Scott, we are pleased to 

welcome Alysse Strachan as our new coordinator at RBWM.  Alysse will now hold RBWM’s ring fenced 

maintenance budget for the waterway. We have a coordination meeting lined up with her and Executive 

Director Place, Andrew Durrant, shortly to agree priorities for the next stage of the waterway project and 

to agree day to day liaison arrangements going forward.    

GWR Grilles - The ugly metal grilles (pictured) that disfigure 

some of Brunel’s c1838 brick arches by the waterway were 

added by RBWM many years ago after vagrants occupied the 

western-most tunnel where the GWR passes over York Stream. 

Before the waterway works this tunnel was dry, but the Green 

Lane weir has lifted the water levels, so that the tunnel is now 

permanently wet and no longer ‘hospitable’. We are pleased to 

report that Network Rail and RBWM have both now agreed the 

grilles may be removed, which will restore the appearance of Brunel’s arches and allow wildfowl to 

access and use the tunnel, potentially as a safe nesting site. A FoMW team recently cleared the access area 

and undertook a detailed survey by boat. A contractor has been found for RBWM to undertake the 

removal of the grilles from both the north and south sides of the railway.    
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More ‘Crew’ wanted - With FoMW now having four work boats available, we need more volunteers 

to train up as ‘Crew’, to help undertake channel maintenance from the water in the restored town centre 

waterway. Removal of litter and excess weed, plus cutting back of overhanging brambles are all essential 

tasks and can only be undertaken by boat. If you can help and would like training on the safe use of our 

four powered boats, please get in touch at contact@maidenheadwaterways.org. Our honorary ‘Boat 

Master’ Jordan Tolner is leading FoMW’s boat operation and safety training. 

Channel Maintenance - York 

Stream - With RBWM’s landscape 

contractor Tivoli unwilling to work by 

or in water, FoMW volunteers are 

undertaking regular maintenance work 

along the 1.1Km of restored town 

centre waterway. Our new work boat 

‘Yorkie’ (pictured in action near York 

Road) provides an ideal platform to 

safely cut back overhanging brambles and bushes that encroach into the channel 

and present a hazard for canoeists. Now equipped with an outboard, courtesy of a 

donation from streamside developer Countryside, we are able to work north or 

south of the Chapel Arches boating platform.  The last session focused on 

clearing the channel edge timber capping (pictured) between York Road and the 

railway line, where wet overgrowth laying on the wood had made it unsafe and 

prone to rotting.  

Fun Day Volunteers needed for 22nd April 2023 - As the plans come together for what should 

be another fantastic Waterways Fun Day, we are going to need lots of volunteers to help on the day - with 

the setup, during the event and for clear up at the end of the day.  The road above Chapel Arches will be 

closed and lined with stalls and we have a full programme of entertainment planned on and off the water 

from 10am to 3pm.  Helpers will be needed to manage the road closure, boat launching, decorating 

(banners, bunting and balloons), gazebo and stage set up and to take a turn on FoMW’s stall. If you are 

around that day and can help for a few hours please Email contact@maidenheadwaterways.org 

Local Elections - As candidates for the May election emerge and start to canvass your support, please 

take the opportunity to let them know how important the waterway is to you and to Maidenhead as our 

town grows. Do encourage them to continue to support the group’s work to maintain the restored channels 

and to over time complete the approved restoration plans in full - for the benefit of people and nature.  

Whoever controls the council after May will have to manage a challenging budget situation, making 

partnership working with FoMW volunteers the best and most economic option for maintaining the 

waterway and for further enhancing the vital Green and Blue corridor running through our slowly 

regenerating town centre. Continued growth of Maidenhead under the adopted Borough Local Plan will 

only increase the importance of the waterway, as an important public amenity and wildlife corridor, for 

the health and wellbeing of everyone. 

Best regards,      

                 

   Richard Davenport         
                          Chair of the Trustees                February 2023 
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