
  

 

Dear Member/Supporter,    

Welcome to the October 2022 issue of Flow, the newsletter for FoMW members and supporters of the 

waterways project.  It has been a busy few months, with some ups and downs, but we look forward to 

the upcoming AGM on 7th November when we will review a year of renewed progress.    

Waterways Fun Day - After consulting partners, we took the difficult decision to cancel the 17th 

September Fun Day, as a mark of respect following the death of Her Majesty.  Although official 

guidance allowed organisers discretion whether or not to proceed with events during the period of 

national mourning, due to the nature of our event and Maidenhead’s position in the Royal Borough we 

decided it would be inappropriate to go ahead at such a sensitive time. 

We are pleased to advise that the Fun Day has been rescheduled for Saturday 22nd April 2023, with 

most stall holders, entertainment and community groups expected to roll over their bookings to the new 

date. The option of delaying to later this year was discounted due to the increasing weather risk for 

water based activities. 

Weed cutter - The drought, low flows and extreme 

summer temperatures accelerated weed growth this year, 

clogging paddles and props and reducing light penetration 

and oxygen levels in the channel.  A specialist weed cutter 

boat spent two days in early September clearing excess 

weed from the waterway.  Combined with manual 

clearances and use of the biological treatment Byofix the 

issue has been resolved and the waterway is looking at its 

best again. 

Boat training - Trustees have developed and adopted a FoMW Boating (safety) Policy governing the 

use of our boats. Jordan Tolner has undergone RYA training and been appointed as our first ever ‘Boat 

Master’. Volunteer ‘Crew’ are familiarising themselves with the different types and sizes of craft we 

have - powered and unpowered, petrol and electric - through special training sessions led by Jordan. If 

you would like to train up as ‘Crew’ please let us know.  

Channel Clearances - Regular channel clearances for flow 

in the northern feeder channels recommenced in September, 

after the end of the nesting season. If you are reasonably fit and 

can help please get in touch.  

A special thanks to Berkshire Unicorns rugby team, who 

donned chest waders to clear reeds at Town Moor and create a 

safe entrance channel into York Stream for canoe launching.  

Flowing - Our flow teams measure flow in the channels at multiple points throughout the year, using a 

specialist flow meter and tablet computer. We track flow rates in the Widbrook; Strand Water; and 

Maidenhead Ditch to build a comprehensive picture of seasonal trends and help identify areas where 

blockages or silting up are causing an issue.  If you could join one of our occasional teams please let us 



know - full training is given. We are looking especially for more volunteers to join the occasional multi-

site outing.   

Bray Cut Strategy - Led by John Morgan, FoMW has initiated discussions with land owners to seek a 

consensus on the future of Bray Cut and how it might be cleared and enhanced to provide a navigable link from 

The Thames to the restored town centre waterway. The aim of eventually connecting to the main river has been 

FoMW’s strategy for the waterway since the 2012 planning consent. Boat rollers were included in the Green 

Lane weir by RBWM specifically to support this. Like the town centre channels, Bray Cut has an irrevocable 

right of public navigation, but the c15m wide channel is blocked in places by fallen trees, is almost totally hidden, 

un-managed and neglected. It passes through some valued habitats near Braywick Park, so clearing a central 

channel and undertaking enhancements must to be done sensitively. 

Filming Bray Cut - To inform discussions about the future of Bray 

Cut, we have commissioned a short video which is being managed for us 

by FoMW member Dominic Hurst (a BBC producer). A combination of 

4K standard stills, drone footage from above and GoPro shots at water level 

have been captured to show the current condition of the hidden channel, its 

blockages and also the rather lovely wider sections. The film will include 

some artist’s impressions by Sarah Luton of the potential future structures 

at Green Lane and downstream. 

Bugs and Beasties - The Civic Society’s Ann Darracott has continued invertebrate sampling for us 

of the waterway as it matures. Sampling took place at intervals during the Byofix treatment (no adverse 

impacts noted), culminating in an educational session for primary schoolchildren on 17th September at 

the weir. A growing variety of invertebrates can be found in the town centre waterway, including Pond 

Snails, Branchiopods, Copepods, Freshwater shrimp, Amphipods, Water Beetles and Water Motes. 

Mayfly and Dragon Fly nymphs were also observed, particularly towards the weir area.       

Bray Cut Maintenance - We welcomed back this weekend an 

expert team of 16 volunteers (including 5 chain saw operators) from 

the Inland Waterways’ Waterway Recovery Group, who joined 

FoMW volunteers to 

tackle more of the 

maintenance backlog in 

Bray Cut. The WRG 

team stopped over at 

Clewer Parish Hall and 

spent the weekend in chest waders, working with winches, boats and 

chain saws to clear fallen trees that lay across the channel, blocking 

passage and adding to flood risk.  

Subscriptions - If you haven’t yet paid your 2022/23 subs, 

please pay online to Account 00015476, Sort Code 40-52-40, at CAF Bank, West Malling, Kent, ME19 

4QJ - just £10 per member/£15 family. Or pay by cheque to our NEW registered office at Ground Floor, 

Arena Court, Crown Lane, Maidenhead, SL6 8QZ using the form 

http://maidenheadwaterways.org/TopMenu/mwmembership.doc. 

                              

                         Best regards,      

                Richard Davenport              
                     Chair of the Trustees                October 2022 
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